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5. At lay-by go thro’ k/g (WMP), with hg-right fwd to T/R & T/L
thro’ gap in field corner. Fwd hg-left & bear round right to
T/L onto gravel track, (pool on right) Fwd on track 50mts
then V/L at WMP down path for 200mts through copse to
corner. Over f/b on left, H/R cross-field to go up & x-stile
next to gate in top hedge (pool). T/R, hg-right to go thro’
k/g. T/L, hg-left to field corner, T/R fc-left to farm track. T/L
hg-right along farm track. Fwd hg-right over four fields until
reaching & crossing a “double stile” with s/b. Cross-field to
s/b & metal p/g. Cross-field to go thro’ f/g ahead onto road.
6. T/L up road past Heath House & Business Park for 420m
where road bends slightly right. T/L thro’ gap on left at end
of cottage garden, T/R hg-right. X-stile off field corner, V/L
cross-field (large), keeping on broad ridge, pool 60m on
right to x-stile and s/b in hedge ahead. V/R, aiming for left
pair of “two pairs” of trees ahead to x-stile onto road.
7. X-stile just to right on opposite side, up hg-right, past
disused stile at top on right, with isolated tree ahead. Thro’
gap,T/L hg-left down to go over s/b and thro’ k/g in hedge
just off field corner. V/R cross-field to go thro’ k/g onto road
at field corner. T/R down road, cemetery on right, to main
road. T/L & T/R to War Memorial.
Route A (Note that this route also involves crossing the A45).
At the end Note 2, T/L along road to A45. Cross with
great care. X-stile up on left of cottage & keep hg-right up
to x-stile and round until hedge turns sharp right. V/L
cross-field aiming for right hand of hedge end (WMP).
Fwd cross-field (roughly parallel to Stretton road on right)
to hedge opposite. Over f/b, x-stile. H/L cross-field to xstile into dell, fwd with pond on right to x-stile. Fwd,
gradually down, cross-field to reach & x-stile onto road.
T/L down to maiad, T/R along road & T/L down Main
Street to War Memorial.

•

1. Walk towards church along drive past gate-house on left and then
after 30m T/L up walkway, fwd, passing end of cul-de-sacs with
wood on “near” right for approx. 500m, T/R at end into walkway that
goes around the perimeter of sports field to field. T/L along
enclosed path and follow round to reach farm track. T/L for 75m,
then T/R thro’ gap into field. Fwd, hedge right to field corner. T/R
then H/L into wide enclosed path. Fwd to reach wooded area. H/L
at WMP to reach fenced walkway adjacent to Sewage Works, fwd
to go over works drive at entrance. H/R cross-field to f/b & on
similar line cross-field to next f/b. Fwd, uphill, h/g left, & then down
to gap & descend steps to A45. T/R along pavement to subway.
2. Thro’ subway to shops, carefully cross road to War Memorial.
Proceed along pavement down A45 to road junction at island.
Cross A445, fwd on pavement adjacent to A45. Over private road &
thro’ k/g just inset on right. With hg-right, thro’ k/gs between 7 fields
ahead until final k/g 100m from field corner onto road.
(Route A see below).
3. Opposite x-stile on left of gate, fwd cross-field to go thro’ gap on left
of building ahead. V/L cross-field, thro’ k/g, fwd cross-field thro’ k/g
into walkway between school grounds on left & houses on right.
Over school ground entrance to next road. Fwd over road, thro’ p/g
& walkway between houses, thro’ k/g & along closed field path to
p/g. T/R, thro’ k/g along walkway to road (note for pubs & centre of
village T/R).
4. T/L up road to junction, cross over road & go thro’ recreation ground
with boundary on left to far corner. At wooden fence, x-stile & fwd
into field 15m ahead. Look for WMP at hedge end, T/R, hg-right &
at corner T/L keeping hg-right for 250m to go over s/b on right. Xstile, hg-left to x-stile onto road. T/R for 200m to enter bridleway on
left, fwd & then go downhill to p/g at end. Hg-left to field corner. T/R
to pick up rough farm track ahead. Fwd on farm track until X-roads.
T/L up track past farm buildings on right to A45. At boundary with
A45 x-stile. Cross A45 with great care
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It is important to remember with this walk that both the main route and Route A cross the A45. a fast dual carriageway, and the A45/A445 junction
Start:

War Memorial
Main Street, Wolston
Grid Ref:
SP 412,756
Direction: Anticlockwise
Main Walk: 9.0 miles
Route A:
5.5 miles
OS Maps: (p = part)
Landranger 140
Pathfinder 955p
Pathfinder 956p
Explorer
221p
Explorer
222p
Parking:

Carefully in streets
adjacent to start.

This is a grand tour from Wolston to Ryton on
Dunsmore and Stretton on Dunsmore and
back using the old village paths.
It is unfortunate that the A45 crosses the
walk but the stiles leading to the A45 are
there as welI as gaps in the reservation
barriers.
There are some boggy parts on the high
ground but the views are splendid.

Brief Information and Outline of the Route

Wildlife

This walk starts at Wolston (Ulvricetone in the DB, farm
or village of a man called Wulfric) near the war
memorial.

Don't let the name Dunsmore Heath confuse you. Up until the
18th century the area probably included extensive areas of
heathland containing species such as heather and gorse. But
since that time the land has been divided by hedgerows, grazed by
sheep that would have removed heather and eventually gorse, and
in more recent times ploughed as arable land. However, there
remains a sense of exposure about the Dunsmore area as if
roads and hedgerows have just been draped across the landscape
rather than being an integral part of it.

The War Memorial and Old Post Office - Wolston

Go through the walkway past the school then skirt the
wood where snowdrops can be seen in early spring and
two millstones were found after being abandoned from
an old mill in the area. The parish council hope to use
them as part of a Millennium feature on the village
green.
Glimpses of St Margaret's Church, part Norman, can
be caught back across the meadow beside the Avon.
Past the old school grounds and sewage works. On the
opposite bank of the River Avon, now a golf course, is
the site of an old Silk Mill. It closed at the end of the 19th
century and fell into disrepair.
Up to the A45 and along to the subway near St
Leonard's Church, part Norman, in Ryton on
Dunsmore. Back along the A45 past ponds where
steam lorries filled up years ago. South east by
Grange Farm and head across the fields to skirt the
north of Stretton on Dunsmore. Cross the Fosse
Way east to Limekiln Farm then north of the A45 and
through the Holdings, a small wood with fishing pools.
Across to Manor Farm and Hill Top Cottage across the
Fosse again and back down to Wolston, past its
cemetery.

It doesn't take a great deal of imagination to conjure up the
impression of a windswept moor. Indeed, the lack of woodland in
the area is a feature of the landscape rather than an omission and
Dunsmore Heath would have been one of the earliest areas in
Warwickshire where our ancient ancestors cleared the land of
trees.
Another feature of the area is the deep sided pools that are found
throughout much of Dunsmore, that appear to have been dug
through the surface geology of well drained sands and gravels
into the glacial clays below.
The first booklet on A Coventry Way was published in 1995. The
first draft had "A 35 Mile Circular Walk" as its title printed on the
cover. Bob Watson, after walking it, settled down to a serious
measure and came up with 39.70 miles, using 6in to the mile
maps. Delighted, we settled for 40 and forgot about it. Some
questions were asked when Ralph Chaplin ran round in 6 hours as
it was a significant chunk off the previous best time. More serious
questions were asked when Colin Kirkham put up the magnificent
time of 5 hours 22 minutes and I think Colin himself thought it was
around 38.5 miles. The task was clear, a measuring wheel was
hired and in three days it was pushed round by three 'A Coventry
Way Association' members. The wheel was regularly cleaned and
a strict routine was followed of wheeling up to and re-starting from
the centre line of stiles etc. Answer 40.09 miles. You may ask,
what is this to do with Wolston? The Wolston War Memorial, for a
very good reason, was where the measuring started and finished!

